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July 2020 

 

 

 
PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

 From the Brighton Croquet Club President, July 2020 

In line with easing of restrictions for Covid-19 your Committee has decided it is time to have our Annual General Meeting. This 

will be held later in September. There are a number of existing vacancies on the committee and there will be more next year 

when some existing committee members step down after many years of service. Therefore, I urge all members to give serious 

consideration to nominating for the Committee. 

Building works for the replacement air conditioning system are nearly complete, with only the painting to be done. After this 

has been completed and the signage replaced on the walls the Clubhouse will be available for members to use. However, at this 

stage we are not going to open the kitchen. This will be kept under review at the next Committee meeting in August. 

Thanks to those club members who have responded to Howard's call to assist with mulching and planting new plants in the 

garden at the front. 

In the meantime, members are encouraged to continue playing at the club, whilst observing all coronavirus conditions as laid 

down in our Covid safe plan. There is plenty of room for additional players on Monday and Wednesday mornings. 

Regards Graham  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE POSITIONS  

 

The following Committee positions are likely to 

be vacant and members are asked to consider 

nominations: 

• President 

 

• Vice President Administration 

 

• 2 Committee Positions 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

TUESDAY 22 SEPTEMBER 2020 

AT 1030 

http://www.packham.property/agents/1stf0008/Bianca-Browse
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THANKYOU TO THE CROQUET GARDENERS 

Howard and other male members have tended to the front garden. 

Barry, Ken, Peter, David M, Graham and Norman were seen by the  

photographer, but there may have been others – our thanks to them. 

Weed-mat has been laid and plants, supplied by the Council, have 

been planted. 

 

 

 

Brighton Croquet Club Vice President Report, July 2020 

The contract documents for the Turf Maintenance Agreement and the Cleaning Contract have been prepared and 

will be signed shortly. 

The greenkeeper has been requested to carry out a detailed check adjustment and maintenance of the sprinklers. 

This will be carried out probably early August. He has advised that spraying for weeds and fertilizing will be carried 

out in August. 

The City of Holdfast Bay Council have replaced the gas heater with a reverse cycle air conditioning system and the 

wall will be repainted shortly.  

The filter unit for the water supply to the kitchen has been serviced by the agent Filterite. 

I have purchased the Line Trimmer (Stihl FS38) and High Pressure Cleaner (Stihl RE120) with Surface Cleaner (Stihl 

RA101). 

Our new Brighton Croquet Club sign and new sponsorship (Cove Print) boards have been erected at the north 

eastern corner of the courts on Stopford Road and look great. Thanks to Pat Lawson for getting yet another sponsor 

and organizing this upgrade. 

Working bees are planned for July 19th and July 26th to plant out the pots provided by the City of Holdfast Bay 

Council. Weedmat has been purchased by the Club and mulch has been supplied by Council. Further mulch will be 

provided when available.  

I am having an operation on my ankle on Monday Aug 3rd and unfortunately expect to be out of action (on 

crutches) for approximately three months. The committee may need to temporarily cover my absence for liaison 

with the greenkeeper David Watchman and in particular to oversee the maintenance work on the sprinkler system. 

I can provide background information and Barry Teague was also present at a joint assessment earlier. 

Howard Wood 

Vice President 
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Croquet is continuing with the different procedures in place both at clubs and Hutt Road. 
 
GC Development Squad 
Apology, last report I left Pat Welke off the list of Brighton players that attend the Development Squad. 
 
Spring Events  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Please register your intentions to play in Spring Teams for Brighton with me, either on the sheet at the club or 
at my email: kmageewb@gmail.com  
On offer are  
Monday’s at Hutt Road in Spring Agg 24+ - teams of 4, where combined handicaps must be 24 or more, you 
play 3 games of doubles. 
Spring Pennants – Home and Away competitions, starting at 7pm. Each player plays 2 games of singles and one 
double. 
6+ play Wednesday nights 
Open and 9+ play Thursday nights 
 
Individual Events, played at Hutt Road and individuals enter via esportsdesk 
GC Spring Singles 9+, played Tuesday 8th and 15th September 
GC Spring Singles 5+, played Thursday 10th and 17th September 
 
Handicap Change 
The only handicap change I am aware of is Robert Hamshere who is now an 8 after quite few wins in recent 
times. 
 
Final Pennant Game 
Judy Auld is planning to retire from Pennant games, after 22 years. Her last game was at Hutt Road 20th July in 
Agg 24+. All members of the Brighton Black team have enjoyed playing with her over several seasons. 
 
 
Karen Magee GC Captain 
 

GOLF CROQUET REPORT JULY 2020 

 

mailto:kmageewb@gmail.com
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GOLF CROQUET SOUTH AUSTRALIAN OPEN DOUBLES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Karen Magee and Barry Jennings with Bob Neil (Norwood Manager) 

 

Pat Welke wrote: 

The attached photo is from the Rundle Mall where the heart I  

designed is above the AED machine.  

It has a strobe in it that pulsates like a heart throughout the  

night. 

 

 

Fit Or Fat – you choose 

Hunkering down now, and with Winter looming, it is important for all of us to discipline ourselves to keep 

moving. If you don’t keep up some organised movement and just eat for comfort you are likely to end up fat 

(like me and Norman Ord) and there will be a need to widen the club-house doors!   

An excellent way of keeping up some exercise is presented on Channel 44. This is an Adelaide-based 

Community TV Channel and has many different programs such as Art, local Adelaide sports and Move It Or 

Lose It.   

Move It Or Lose It is a half-hour program from 9.30 to 10am on weekdays and, until the Virus pandemic, was 

staged in various Retirement Villages around Melbourne. The presentation is excellent and may present 

aerobics, yoga, Tai Chai or stretching. It is also staged at weekends at 6am! Upon bringing MIOLI to notice at 

The Parks Village where I reside, I have had much positive feedback from various people who have 

participated and enjoyed it.  

Keep disciplined and healthy and I will see you back on the lawns ‘one day’. 

Bob Auld 

 

The GC SA Open Doubles was held at Hutt Road 17th - 19th July. 

11 teams entered and days 1 and 2 were played as a single round robin to determine finishing placings to 

allow for finals and plate playoffs. 

After the round robin, Karen (only Brighton player) and Barry were in 3rd position, 6 hoops behind 2nd 

place. 

Given that result we had to play off in the second semi-final against Peter Matrtynuik and Mick Reidy. It 

was a best of three match, which we won after playing 3 games. 

In the other semi-final Kim Millhouse and David Darke played Helen Cook and John Arney, again it took 3 

games and Kim and David, who finished first in the round robin also won this. 

The final was a best of three and Karen and Barry played Kim and David. It took 2 games for Karen and 

Barry to win and become back-to-back winners after winning in 2019. 
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WELCOME FOODLAND BRIGHTON 

On behalf of the Brighton Croquet Club, I would like to welcome Foodland Brighton as our new 

sponsor. 

Foodland Brighton have already helped our members especially during these difficult times by giving 

each member a 20% off voucher towards their groceries. The club used Foodland Brighton Deli & 

Bakery departments for our Christmas Party. What an amazing result that was, the food and 

presentation was wonderful and delivered to our door. 

Cellarbrations Brighton is also a part of Foodland with an exceptional range of wines, beers, lagers 

etc. emphasis on stocking local Australian wines from the Clare Valley to Coonawarra and 

everywhere in between. Staff at the store have extensive experience in the liquor and hospitality 

industries and participate in regular professional training sessions. The whole team is a credit and I 

hope all our members continue to support our local Australian Supermarket.  

Before you shop or afterwards or just catching up with a friend why not relax at Ruggy’s Food & 

Wine. All part of Brighton Foodland. They are open all day every day and serve delicious breakfasts, 

lunches etc over a nice coffee or a glass of wine. 

Let me tell you a little about Foodland Brighton, it is such an interesting story and achievement of 

where Foodland Brighton is today. 

It all started in the 1920’s with Claude Rugless who owned butchers shops in the area and lived in 

Edward street, opposite what is now Brighton Central shopping centre. Claude had 4 sons David, 

Peter, Brian & Colin. Apart from David who became a well-known dentist in the Brighton area, the 

other boys along with their uncle Reg carried on in the family business of butchers and had more 

than 20 butchers shops throughout the 70’s & 80’s. 

It was in the early 1980’s fearing the demise of the ‘corner butcher shop’ with the expansion of 

supermarkets, that 3 Rugless brothers ventured into the supermarket trade where they have since 

owned and operated 10 supermarkets. 

Following retirements and consolidation of the business over the last decade, Colin’s son, Tim is now 

the Director of Foodland Brighton and Cellarbrations liquor store at Brighton Central. Tim is pleased 

to be continuing the Rugless family tradition and bringing us all an exciting new era of shopping in 

Brighton. 

I think all that history is amazing, I am sure all the Rugless family would have some fascinating stories 

to tell. How lucky are we to have them on our doorstep, the stock and choices are above and 

beyond, very high standards throughout. The staff are so welcoming and helpful. I recommend you 

all to tell your family and friends to pay them a visit. You can use your seniors cards if you have one 

to receive a discount on your shopping. 

Thank you to Tim and his team for your sponsorship and we look forward to working with you for 

many years to come. 

Pat Lawson. 

 

 

http://www.brightonfoodland.com.au
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WELCOME COVE PRINTERS 

 

Brighton Croquet Club would like to welcome Cove Printers as a new sponsor for the club. 

Cove Print first started over 30 years ago behind the Baptist Church at Hallett Cove. After a number 

of years was offered the chance of moving to the premises where they are now on Brighton Road at 

Somerton Park, where they have been for the last 20 years. 

Cove Print is a family run business owned by Alan White. Alan has brought up 4 children.  

Two of his children Simon and Kelly as they became adults went into the business and now work 

along-side their dad. Amongst his hobbies and when he gets some down time Alan enjoys motorbike 

racing. I am also trying to get Alan to come and try his hand at Croquet. 

Cove Print have a great community connection, doing work for Holdfast Council and the Police Force 

to mention only a couple. Cove Print excels in their profession and is highly recommended by many 

companies that have used them. Brighton Croquet Club would like to thank them for designing and 

making our new signage. The new sign is double sided & stands high between court 3 & the 

community areas on the roadside. 

If you are thinking or know people who would like any kind of printing doing, please contact Cove 

Print for a quote. From small items like invitations, Christmas Cards etc to large major signage, Cove 

Print can do it all.  

 

Pat Lawson. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 

http://www.coveprint.com.au
http://www.coveprint.com.au
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SPONSORSHIP NEWS 

How exciting to have 2 new sponsors supporting our 

club this month. FOODLAND BRIGHTON & COVE 

PRINTERS.  We thank both companies for your support 

and look forward to working together. 

We the Brighton Croquet Club are very fortunate 

during these worrying health & financial times to have 

such great supportive Sponsors. 

They are all giving us their support and I would like 

members’ family and friends to support our local 

businesses. We all need each other. 

Don’t forget if you are thinking of having a break 

anywhere in Australia, please call in to see Phil 

Hoffmann Travel. Mention you are from Brighton 

Croquet Club or tell your friends to mention our club 

and we will receive a bonus. The staff are only too 

happy to help you plan your break to your own 

personal needs. 

Thinking of downsizing, remember Bianca Browse from 

Harcourt Packham, Bianca is wonderful and will guide 

you through all challenges of moving and make 

everything seem so easy. Members who have used 

Bianca have all been full of praise for how efficient and 

helpful she is, staying in touch and helping in every 

possible way. 

Lendlease (Townsend Park) is there if anyone is 

thinking of a retirement village. With COVID-19 we are 

unable to have gatherings there at the moment.  

Private viewings are available, and we are hoping early 

next year to arrange to have a club viewing for any 

interested members. 

Please don’t forget to support our Sponsors as they so 

kindly support the Brighton Croquet Club. You can 

connect to all our sponsors via the club website or click 

on the sponsorship signs in the newsletter and it will 

take you directly to their website. 

Pat Lawson. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

http://www.packham.property/agents/1stf0008/Bianca-Browse
http://www.brightonfoodland.com.au
http://www.coveprint.com.au
http://blackwellfunerals.com.au/locations/somerton-park/
http://www.pht.com.au
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Bob Auld wrote about Mrs Somerville and Croquet 

At the South Australian Croquet Association (SACA) Headquarters there is preserved on a framed, quaint 

hand-written record the names of 156 Foundation members among whom is one of Brighton’s foundation 

members, namely Mrs A (Archibald) Somerville and carrying the title of Manager. 

Mrs Frances Sescadorowna Susannah Somerville’s name appears in HAF Taylor’s History of 

Brighton amongst the group of pioneers of the sport in Brighton.  She preferred to be addressed as Sesca 

and in various Press reports we find ample examples of her perambulations around the world of 

croquet.  It would seem in that era, players could perhaps belong to more than one Club.  An early 

reference to her croquet appearances was in 1915 when she attended a fete organised by Southwiddie 

Croquet Club which was located at, and named after, the home of Mrs Tess Martin in Ramsgate Street, 

Glenelg.       

Sesca had been a teacher before her marriage in 1894 and her daughter Dorothy recounted that her 

mother kept on asking for transfers to other schools.  In an article in the News (much later in April 1937) 

it was reported that in 1916 along with SACA’s first Secretary Mrs K J Hall, Sesca who lived in Malvern 

founded Sturt Croquet Club and became its President.  Sturt Club was situated at Unley Oval until 1924 

when it was summarily ejected to create more crowd space for mere spectators at football matches held 

there.  Sesca then had to seek another Club and next played for Glenelg.  In 1925 her family had shifted 

house to Brighton where she was elected Captain of this Croquet Club. 

A wonderful tribute to Sesca appeared in the News of May 5 1927 in the series ‘Players Of Croquet’ and 

was subtitled ‘Writer and Student’.  ‘Mrs A Somerville secretary of Araluen Croquet Club, Brighton has 

been a foundation member of Sturt, Malvern, Unley Park and Araluen Clubs … Mrs Somerville takes a 

keen interest in poetry and historical research. … Before marriage Mrs Somerville wrote short stories and 

poetry under her maiden name Sesca Lewin and won several prizes in the SA Literary Societies’ 

competitions.  Two books of poems were published … Mrs Somerville confesses that nowadays with 

croquet claiming her attention and a family of six, she finds little time for writing. … Four of the six children 

have gained University degrees.’ The children were born over six years and included twins to help keep 

her occupied! 

Mrs Somerville’s home was named Araluen and still stands at number 154 Esplanade in Brighton, which 

at that time extended to the southern corner of Beach Road where it had its own croquet court.  It is 

known that Sesca played for her own home-ground creation the Araluen Club, from 1926 to 1928 and was 

its Secretary and Treasurer in 1927.  This club was granted SACA affiliation in 1926 and had two players 

competing for the SACA Gold Medal.  The Araluen Club performed well in pennant competition having 

prominent SACA identity Mrs Ellis-Smith playing for them in 1935 and in 1936 when that club won the A 

Grade pennants and Mrs Somerville was back playing for them from 1935 to 1938. 

Press reports show that Sesca had played for South Park Club in 1929 but returned to the Brighton Club 

in 1930 and was the delegate for Pinnaroo at SACA.   It seemed that, having promoted the sport in one 

locality and with mission accomplished, she moved on to repeat her endeavours elsewhere.  Quite a few 

Brighton Club members played for Araluen from time to time as possibly once membership exceeded a 

dozen or so in any club the playing arrangements became very awkward.  The numerical strength of the 

neighbouring clubs is not known but Brighton’s membership stood at 25 in 1935.  It could be assumed 

that Clubs starting up in this era had just one court to begin with.   

Continued……. 
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Continued……. 

The short-lived Register News-Pictorial included another admirable recognition of Sesca’s prolific 

input to the sport on 1 February 1930.  Mrs Somerville of Brighton was ‘described by the President of 

SACA as one of the most valuable officials on the executive, and one who has done much unselfish 

work for the Association.  For the last six years Mrs Somerville has been manager of Association 

fixtures, including tournaments, medal contests and pennants, and with her at the helm arrangements 

are always carried out satisfactorily.  … Mrs Somerville was on the committee which revised the 

constitution of the Association … Not only do metropolitan croquet players appreciate Mrs Somerville 

but she is held in high esteem by country players who come to the city to take part in Association 

fixtures.   Players … always refer to the kindness of Mrs Somerville in making provision for their 

comfort. … Victor Harbour Club presented her with a gold-mounted fountain pen.  Mrs Somerville was 

a foundation member of the Brighton Club.  At her home Araluen, on the Esplanade at Brighton, she 

has a beautiful lawn where the Araluen Club meet.  She takes part in pennant matches and 

tournaments and is a solid type of player’.  

The Advertiser of 15 February 1935 reported that Brighton Mayoress Mrs Balfour gave a party at her 

home in King Street ‘in honour of Mrs A Somerville, one of the pioneers of croquet in Brighton … A 

poem composed by Dr W G Torr, framed with a miniature scene in water colours of the Brighton coast 

and jetty, was presented to Mrs Somerville as well as numerous posies.’  Present were representatives 

of SACA, Brighton, Semaphore, Prospect, Glenelg and St Peters Clubs as well as Brighton President 

Kassie Silver. 

Sesca had told a reporter in 1940 that ‘I intend to go on playing until I am 90’ however she suffered a 

partly paralysing stroke later in the same year which brought Araluen Club to a close as a result.  She 

lived for another six years still mentally bright and playing Bridge according to daughter Dorothy and 

died at age 85.  The Somerville home, which was built in 1913, still appeared in very good condition 

over 100 years later and a beach-side seat on the footpath opposite bears a plaque which reads‘In 

memory of Archibald and Sesca Somerville and their daughter Dorothy (Dumps) of Araluen 154 

Esplanade Brighton 1913-1994’.  

Sesca’s daughter Miss Dorothy  Somerville was the honorary solicitor of SACA from 1925.  She had 

followed her father Archibald into that profession and was also honorary solicitor to the Australian 

Croquet Council from 1948 to 1975 and her services were sometimes engaged by the Brighton 

Croquet Club.  

After unexpectedly bringing to light the career of this towering presence, it is most gratifying to 

immortalise her in this History.   
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MEMBER PROFILE 

LORRAINE MCINTYRE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Why did you take up playing croquet? In my 

retirement I was looking for an activity within 

my physical abilities to play, with social 

interaction. 

Who/what brought you to play at Brighton 

Croquet Club? Mr Google brought me to 

Brighton & seeing Jackie as a contact sealed 

the deal as we had previously worked 

together at Noarlunga Hospital. 

What is your greatest croquet achievement? 

My first successful jump shot was my most 

exciting achievement-not that there has been 

much improvement on that front. Greatest 

challenge is consistency, which deserts me 

frequently. 

What are your interests (apart from croquet)? 

I am a passionate follower of AFL football & 

proud to be a lifelong Port Adelaide 

supporter. Interests include gardening, 

reading & walking. I would very much like to 

walk some sections of the Heysen Trail. 

I would very much like to commend all 

members of Brighton Croquet Club for their 

friendliness & inclusive style. 

 

THANKYOU FOR YOUR 

PENNANT PLAY 

Judy Auld on her last pennant day on 20.7.20 

playing Aggregate 24+. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Judy won all her games and the team won.  

Judy played all the shots. An in/off and a hoop 

in one from the 9th to 10th. 

Thanks for all the games you have played for 

Brighton.   Karen Magee 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Judy Auld and Heather White 

In 1988 Judy Auld was introduced to croquet 

by enrolling in a WEA course conducted at 

Brighton by those fabulous legends, Tom and 

Jean Armstrong.  Beginners back then were 

taught Golf Croquet and moved on to 

Association Croquet after gaining 

confidence.  AC was the dominant game by 
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far until about 2007 when world-wide, GC 

rose quickly to greater prominence.  Jean 

Armstrong always promoted GC though, 

because of its necessity for accurate shot-

making.  Judy vividly remembers Jean 

emphasising “Stalk The Ball”. 

Judy played in Club teams both at Hutt Road 

and at various suburban Clubs and when 

caravanning around Australia always took her 

mallet to play at interstate Clubs along the 

way.  She featured in winning SACA Pennant 

teams in 2000 (AC) and in 2014 and 2015 

(GC).  Judy served for years on our Club’s 

Management Committee and its Catering 

committee and along with Bob, compiled the 

Club’s historic captioned Photograph Album 

located in the box by the front door.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.banksa.com.au
https://www.holdfast.sa.gov.au/
https://www.retirementbylendlease.com.au/townsend-park/

